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Since the birth of cinema, film has been lauded as a visual rather than a verbal medium; this sentiment was
epitomized by John Ford's assertion in 1964 that, "When a motion picture is at its best, it is long on action
and short on dialogue." Little serious work has been done on the subject of film dialogue, yet what characters
say and how they say it has been crucial to our experience and understanding of every film since the coming
of sound. Through informative discussions of dozens of classic and contemporary films—from Bringing Up
Baby to Terms of Endearment,  from Stagecoach to Reservoir Dogs--this lively book provides the first full-
length study of the use of dialogue in American film.

Sarah Kozloff shows why dialogue has been neglected in the analysis of narrative film and uncovers the
essential contributions dialogue makes to a film's development and impact. She uses narrative theory and
drama theory to analyze the functions that dialogue typically serves in a film.

The second part of the book is a comprehensive discussion of the role and nature of dialogue in four film
genres: westerns, screwball comedies, gangster films, and melodramas. Focusing on topics such as class and
ethnic dialects, censorship, and the effect of dramatic irony, Kozloff provides an illuminating new
perspective on film genres.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Segers:

The book Overhearing Film Dialogue can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Overhearing Film Dialogue? Several of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Overhearing Film Dialogue has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Gene Kistler:

The feeling that you get from Overhearing Film Dialogue is the more deep you excavating the information
that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
be aware of but Overhearing Film Dialogue giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of Overhearing Film Dialogue instantly.

Kim Free:

Overhearing Film Dialogue can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Overhearing Film Dialogue nevertheless doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Larry Luis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Overhearing Film Dialogue e-book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still question Overhearing Film Dialogue as good book not merely by the
cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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