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During the last stages of the Republic, Rome suffered its greatest military disaster since Hannibal’s invasion
of Italy over 150 years earlier, though this defeat had more far-reaching consequences. While Rome was able
to recover from its disaster at Cannae, it never did retrieve the results of Carrhae, a defeat that sealed the East
as an impenetrable barrier to Roman ambition, and also signaled the demise of the Republic. In 53 BC,
Marcus Crassus, the richest member of Rome’s ruling Triumverate, which also included Caesar and Pompey,
decided to enhance his military stature with an invasion of the Parthian Empire centered on Mesopotamia
(today’s Iraq). His 36,000 legionaries crossed the Euphrates and were met by a much smaller Parthian army,
albeit one mounted on horseback in the dispersed, missile-firing steppe-war tradition. In the desolate territory
around Carrhae the Roman legions were surrounded and beset by elusive horse warriors, who alternated
deadly arrow-fire from recurved bows with devastating attacks by armored horsemen, wielding lances in the
fashion of future European knights. At one point Crassus dispatched his son with the Roman cavalry and
light infantry to break a hole through the deadly ring. The Parthians concentrated on the party and destroyed
it. Crassus was just about to move with the main body to its aid when Parthian horsemen rode up wielding
his son’s head on the tip of a spear. Severely unnerved, Crassus ordered a retreat, the Parthians moving in to
massacre the 4,000 wounded he left behind. The next day, called to a parlay he was forced to attend by his
nearly mutinous soldiers, Crassus and his officers were murdered by the Parthians. The now-leaderless
Roman army disintegrated, only some 6,000 able to escape. At least 20,000 Roman legionaries were dead on
the field, with 10,000 more captured. In this book Dr. Gareth Sampson, currently a tutor in ancient history at
the University of Manchester, lays out not only the gruesome outcome of the battle but its immense
consequences. First, unlike Alexander’s Greeks, who had marched all the way to the Indus, Rome was never
again to challenge the civilizations beyond the Euphrates. Second, with Crassus dead, Caesar and Pompey
engaged in a bloody civil war that would end the Republic and result in political dictatorship. The author also
provides an analysis of the mysterious Parthians, a people who vied with Rome as the most powerful empire
on earth. Though their polity and records have long since disappeared, the Parthians’ mark on history is clear
enough through their decisive victory over Rome at Carrhae.

REVIEWS

"… a magnificent examination of he pivotal battle of Carrhae! …a brilliant treatment of Crassus and how the
oft-maligned easterners dealt Rome a crushing defeat and altered Roman history." Magweb.com, 10/2008
"… a gripping saga of overconfident Generalship and not learning in the field as to the type of enemy you
are facing. If you enjoy epics during the time of the Legions of Rome, then I can truly recommend this!"
IPMS, 11/2008 "well researched…If you are interested in the Battle of Carrhae, this book is worth reading."
The Herald (Historical Miniature Gaming Society), 12/2008 “…a great addition to the library of ancient
history fans. Well written for the common man…clear, concise and insightful text makes for an easy and
enjoyable read.” Historicus Forma, 12/2008 "…a well-informed analysis of Crassus' campaign and defeat…
militarily astute, well written narrative." Choice, 06/2009 “…invaluable addition to the literature field and
one sure to enjoy a long shelf life…” De Re Militari, 09/2009
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From reader reviews:

William Lyons:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Defeat of Rome in the East: Crassus, the
Parthians, and the Disastrous Battle of Carrhae, 53 BC why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Charles Brewster:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and soon. The Defeat of Rome in the East: Crassus, the Parthians, and the Disastrous
Battle of Carrhae, 53 BC will give you new experience in examining a book.

Marian Buell:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Defeat of Rome in the East: Crassus, the Parthians, and the Disastrous Battle of
Carrhae, 53 BC. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can
bring you from one location to other place.

Pamela Dodge:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Defeat of Rome in the East: Crassus, the Parthians, and the Disastrous Battle of Carrhae, 53
BC when you desired it?
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