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The presidential campaign of 1848 saw the first strong electoral challenge to the expansion of slavery in the
United States; most historians consider the appearance of the Free Soil Party in that election a major turning
point of the nineteenth century. The three-way race capped a decade of political turmoil that had raised the
issue of slavery to unprecedented prominence on the national stage and brought about critical splits in the
two major parties.

In the first book in four decades devoted to the 1848 election, Joel Silbey clarifies our understanding of a
pivotal moment in American history. The election of Whig Zachary Taylor, hero of the Mexican War, over
Democrat Lewis Cass and Free Soiler Martin Van Buren followed a particularly bitter contest, a fierce
political storm in an already tumultuous year marked by the first significant attempt by antislavery advocates
to win the presidency.

Silbey describes what occurred during that election and why it turned out as it did, offering a nuanced look at
the interaction of the forces shaping the direction of politics in mid-nineteenth century America. He explains
how the Free Soilers went about their reform movement and why they failed as they ran up against the
tenacious grip that the existing two-party structure had on the political system and the behavior of the
nation's voters.

For Whigs and Democrats it was politics as usual as they stressed economic, cultural, and ideological issues
that had divided the country for the previous twenty years. Silbey describes the new confrontation between
the force of tradition and a new and different way of thinking about the political world. He shows that
ultimately, when America went to the polls, northerners and southerners alike had more on their minds than
slavery. Nevertheless, while Van Buren managed to attract only 10 percent of the vote, his party's presence
foreshadowed a more successful challenge in the future.

Emphasizing both persistent party commitments and the reformers' lack of political muscle, Silbey expertly
delineates the central issues of an election framed by intense partisanship and increasing sectional anger. If
1848 did not yet mark the death rattle of traditional politics, this insightful book shows us its importance as a
harbinger of change.
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From reader reviews:

Maryanna Kuhns:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Party over Section: The Rough and
Ready Presidential Election of 1848 (American Presidential Elections) is kind of publication which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Ramon Lopez:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Party over Section: The Rough and Ready
Presidential Election of 1848 (American Presidential Elections) as your daily resource information.

Mandy Jackson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Party over Section: The Rough and Ready
Presidential Election of 1848 (American Presidential Elections) can give you a lot of good friends because
by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Party over Section: The Rough and Ready Presidential Election of
1848 (American Presidential Elections).

Luis Gazaway:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Party over Section: The Rough and Ready
Presidential Election of 1848 (American Presidential Elections) was colourful and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Party over Section: The Rough and Ready Presidential Election of 1848
(American Presidential Elections) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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